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NOTES AND QUEEIBS. 

Hotce. 

Thbee Private Letters of General Washington. 
[The following private letters of General Washington to Captain 
Gibbs of the Commander-in-Chief's Guard appeared in the Massachusetts 
Journal, were reprinted by the United States Gazette, of Philadelphia, 
October 25, 1826, and not being found in the works of Jared Sparks and 
Worthington C. Ford, the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and 
Biography is warranted in bringing them to the attention of its readers. 
The two letters dated from the camp at Morristown, N. J., in May, 1777, 
are addressed to Captain Gibbs in Philadelphia, but the letter of August 
4, 1778, lacks the address.] 

Morristown, May 3, 1777. 
Dear Gibbs: 

Your letter of the 27th ult. is now before me. Mr. Harrison having 
lost or mislaid your letter from Newtown, I have no account of what 
you did, or meant to do, respecting our Baggage, which I wish was 
arrived; such parts, I mean, as are intended to follow the camp: — 
neither have I heard any thing of Capt. Lewis, or his troop; who I 
desired might come on to this place. 

I much desire you to urge Colonel Read on the score of the papers 
in the Adjutant General's Office, and if they can be got to Philadelphia 
before you leave it, see them safely deposited with Mease. I would 
rather you would see to the securing my papers than trust the matter 
to Mr. Hancock, whose business will not permit him to give any personal 
attention to this service; and I would not wish that any person else, 
out of my own family, should have any concern with it. Bring the key 
of the chest that contains them, with you; having it made with hinges, 
&e. in the manner that you recommended. 

I will take two hundred dollars for my Black, but first try if you 
cannot get two tolerable good mares for him, (at all events young and 
sound,) or one with boot; and if, possible, contrive to send them to my 
house to the care of Mr. Lund Washington; to whom write a line on 
the subject. I do not mean that a person should be despatched on pur- 
pose, with them; they remain with Mr. Hilismer [Hiltzheimer] till an 
opportunity presents itself. 

The cloaths I mentioned in my last, for my servant, I would have 
you get from the Clothier General. The cloth for the coat should be 
thin and light, if to be had: any kind of Bath coating will do. If at 
the same time you could get any kind of coarse thread hose for Will, 
he, as myself, would thank you for two or three pair; — I mean for him. 

Give my compliments to Gen. Scott, if in Philadelphia; and tell him 
that I should be glad if he would proceed on to Head Quarters. Add, 
that I hope the little punctilios which have but too much influence on 
officers, to the great detriment of the service, and which serve to distress 
me (as I can never complete any arrangement), will have no effect 
upon him. 

Mrs. Washington joins me in good wishes to you, and begs that you 
will enquire what she has to pay at Mr. Randolph's (in Chestnut street), 
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for the night or two she was there in the way up, and pay it. The 
sooner you join us (if your health will permit,) the better. 
I am, Dear Sir, Your affectionate servant, 

Geo. Washington. 

P. S. Endeavour to get two or three pounds of the best sealing 
wax you can. 

Morristown, May, 1777. 
Dear Gibbs: 

A letter from Mr. Fitzgerald written to you some days ago, would 
inform you that we have no longer any expectation of the person rec- 
ommended by Dr. Cochran, as a Steward: and that it was necessary 
for you to exert yourself in obtaining one. If you could get a man who 
had been employed in that capacity, or as a Butler in a gentleman's 
family, and who could be well recommended by such as may be depended 
upon, for his honesty, sobriety, and care, he would answer the purpose 
much better than a mere greenhorn; who in the first place would 
be ignorant of his duty, and in the next (which would be a consequence 
of the other,) be diffident, and suffer himself to be imposed upon by our 
servants; who stand so much in need of being checked for their extrava- 
gance and roguery in making away with liquors and other articles, laid 
in for the use of the family. 

I dare say you are better acquainted with our wants, than I am; but 
I shall mention two, which seem to be severely felt at present — namely, 
Loaf Sugar and Tea. If I was to add wine, I believe I should not much 
err — and whilst you are in the humor of getting, I wish you would 
procure for me two pair of brown thread stockings for boots. 

What did you pay Mrs. Thompson a month, and where is she? Mrs. 
Washington wishes I had mentioned my intention of parting with the 
old woman before her, as she is much in want of a housekeeper — How 
do you think she would suit As her conduct from the beginning has 
been more under your immediate inspection and notice than any of the 
family, you can answer the question with more precision and certainty 
than any of them; and Mrs. Washington would be glad of your opinion 
of the matter. 

I had like to have forgot one thing wanted, and that is, cloth to make 
my servant Will, as also the hostler, cloathes. Get Russia Drill enough, 
if you can, to make each of them two Waistcoats and two pair of 
Breeches — the coats may be made of a light colored cloth, of any kind, 
lined with red shalloon — a bit of red cloth for capes or collars to them. 
Buttons and every kind of trimming must be sent, as nothing of the 
kind is to be had here, where it is necessary the cloathes must be made, 
on account of their measures. 

If your health admits of it, I could wish you to return as soon as 
you can execute the several matters and things required of you. I am 
now calling in men to form a guard of; and your presence I believe, is 
pretty much wanted in other respects. 

I am, Dear Sir, Yr. affectionate 

Geo. Washington. 

White Plains, Aug. 4th, 1778. 
Dear Gibbs: 

If your attempt upon Rhode Island should prove unfortunate, and I 
think there is scarce a possibility of its failure, unless a superior Fleet 
should compel Count d'Estaing to quit his station; you will have it 
much in your power to provide for the use of this family, many articles 
of which you know we stand in much need — as also some things which 
I should be glad to procure for my own use — among which I find myself 
in want of a genteel cutting sword. — I do not mean a true horseman's 
sword; and yet one fit for riding. Many things among the officer's 
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baggage, if it should happen to fall into the hands of our troops, or 
should be sold by themselves, might be convenient for me; such as table 
and other camp equipage, properly assorted and contrived for stowage. 

To be particular, in the recital of my wants I cannot, not having time 
for recollection. — Your knowledge of them, reminded by what you may 
see, will prove more adequate than vague directions. Tea equippage, 
plates and dishes, bowls, basins, camp stools, are essentially necessary; — 
such of them as can be procured, of materials not liable to break, should 
be preferred. 

The money necessary for the purchase of these things will be advanced 
by General Greene, upon showing him this letter. I most sincerely wish 
success to the enterprize, and much honor and reputation to yourself, 
being with great truth and sincerity. 

Your affectionate, 

Geo. Washington. 

Letteb of William Bbadfobd, Jb., to Jaspeb Yeates, Esq., 1790. 

Philada Deer 27, 1790. 
Dear Sir: 

I have just received your letter of the 17th Deer and agreeable to 
your request, I transmit to you Imbodin's papers. I dare say your 
proceedings will not only advance you a peg farther — but will make 
the defts sit like a hen on a hot gridle. 
With very sincere esteem 

I am dear Sir 

Your most obedt Servt 
J. Yeates Esq. W. Bradford Jim. 

Letteb or Louis McLane to William P. Bbobson, Wilmington, Del 

Dec. 11, '34. 
Dear Sir, 

Having mislaid my copy of the discussions in the French Chambers, 
which I promised to send you, I was obliged to write to Washington 
for another, which did not come until yesterday evening. 

I now take the liberty of sending it for your perusal; but as I do 
not know to what extent the Department has authorized the distribu- 
tion of the document, I must beg the favor of you, in any reference 
you may have occasion to make to the subject, to speak generally of 
the discussions, without allusion to the particular source of your in- 
formation. There ought and can be no secrecy upon this subject, since 
the document, I now send you, is only a translation, by my direction, 
from the Paris Moniteur, for the information of the public generally. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 

To yours, 

William P. Brobson Esq. * Louis McLane. 

Abmstbong Smith, shipwright, of Wiccacoe township, Philadelphia, 
whose will is dated December 3, 1737, left issue three sons and two 
daughters, viz. — Armstrong, wife Margaret; Samuel, wife Alamzie; 
Daniel, unmarried, residing in Boston; Mary, single, residing in Phila- 
delphia; Elizabeth, married Thomas Tustin, Boston. In 1741, the son, 
Samuel, owned land on Front Street, between Pine and Cedar Streets. 

William Solways, whose will is dated November 12, 1694, was pos- 
sessed of a lot of ground described as "100 feet square, at the South end 
of Philadelphia, whereon the windmill stood, purchased of John and 
Thomas Passons for £90." This windmill was standing in 1691. 
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Washington's Birthday, 1811. 
The following advertisements appeared in Eelf's Philadelphia Gazette 
for February 22, 1811: 

New Theatre. 



Mr. Cone's Benefit. 
FRIDAY EVENING, February 88 

WIIX BE PRESENTED, 

A play in 5 acts, called 

AB^ELLINO, 

The Great Bandit, 

Flodoardo, Mrs. Cone 

Parozzi, (this night only) Mr. Wood 

Abtellino, (this night only) Mr. Cone 

Rosamonda, Mrs. Wood 

In act fifth, a Grand Gala, in the palace of the Doge of Venice, in 
which will be introduced a concerto on the violin by Mr. Gillingham. 
End of the Play, 
IN HONOR OF THE DAY, 
An OLIO in the Temple of Fame, consisting of Singing and Dancing, &c. 
New patriotic song, Tribute of Glory, (by the author of School for 
Prodigals) Mr. Haardinge. 

Military Pas Sueul, ( composed by Mr. Whale, to the tune of Washing- 
ton's March) Master Whale. 

Comic song — the life and tragical end of George Barnwell — Mr. 
Jefferson. 

To conclude with a characteristic dance, during which will descend a 
Grand Emblematic Transparency of the Genius of America, designed 
and executed by Mr. Bobbins. The Transparency contains one hundred 
and eighty square feet of canvas — in the centre is the Genius of Liberty, 
holding the Bust of the 

Immortal Washington, 

Beneath, the American Eagle supporting the arms of the Union, with 
ancient and modern trophies of war. On the right she is supported by 
the Goddess of Wisdom, bearing a spear and shield; on the left by 
Justice with her balance. 

To which mil be added, 
(Not acted here these 7 years) a dramatic romance, in two acts called 

A TALE OF TERROK. 

Partly founded on Moliere's play of the Feast of the Statue, 
by Henry Siddons. 



ON SATURDAY, 
The celebrated play of 

The STRANGER. 

With the Grand Heroic Pantomime of 

OSCAR AND MALVINA; 
Or, the Hall of Fingal. 

For the benefit of Mr. Francis. 
Mr. M'Kenzies benefit will be on Monday next. 
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Birth-Night Ball. 

TP HE Subscription Ball in honour of the Birth of GENERAL WASH- 
INGTON, will be held at the city hotel on Friday the 22d inst. 

Birth-Night Ball. 

Vf R. WHALE has the honor of making known to the Ladies and 
1V1 Gentleman of Philadelphia that his annual GRAND SUBSCRIP- 
TION BALL, in commemoration of the Memory of 

GENERAL WASHINGTON, 
Will be held at his room on Friday evening, February 22, 1811. 

Terms — Each subscriber $2 50, and entitled to two ladies tickets. 

Goforth alley, rear of Pennsylvania Bank. 

Letter op Hon. John t M. Clayton to Wiluam P. Brobson, Esq. 

Washington, January 3, 1830. 
My dear Sir: 

I this day received your letter enclosing the memorial of the owners 
of the Brig Prate & Cargo. The memorial shall be presented tomorrow 
and referred to the select committee on French spoliations. The members 
of that committee are Livingston, chairman ; Holmes, Chambers, Sanford, 
Silsbee. The report of the committee will I learn be favourable. 

But little of interest has yet transpired here. The President's man- 
sion was crowded on New Year's day with the most heathenish moboc- 
racy that ever hurra'd for Jackson. I will not attempt a description. 
We were jammed and squeezed — wedged in between hackney coachmen 
and foreign ministers — General officers in full dress and ladies with no 
dress at all (or nearly so) — Boys, office hunters, dirty fellows and 
blackguards. Before I went to this route I visited Mr. Adams & his 
family. The old man was polite and affable and his good lady welcomed 
us most kindly. He received the compliments of the day from a great 
number of friends. In this city his popularity is to that of his opponent 
as four or five to one. The present administration is not merely un- 
popular here — it is absolutely detested by the citizens, and their feel- 
ings are often expressed in deep execrations. Mrs. Eaton and the ladies 
of the city do not visit it appears. The cabinet is divided about the 
proper degree of respect to be shewn to her. Mrs. Branch & daughters, 
Mrs. Ingham &c. &c. will not attend any party with Mrs. Eaton. 
Campbell, the parson, it is thought, will surely publish his testimony 
against the Timberlake concern. Tis said Mrs. E. when he refused to 
recant what he had said to Dr. Ely rubbed her clenched hand in his 
(C's) face and bade Eaton "blow the rascal's brains out." Van Bucktail 
pays court to this Amazon and it is believed that he owes much of his 
ascendancy to her influence over Eaton, Barry and Jackson. Mrs. Barry 
visits Mrs. Eaton. The devil is to play among the petticoats ; and the 
story of the day is that Branch or Eaton will be driven from the cabinet 
about it. Of one thing be assured that Calhoun is eclipsed & that Van 
Bucktail's is the star of the ascendant. If Van be not their next candi- 
date for President I am deeply deceived. 

Tazewell & Tyler are not here. No nominations of importance yet. 
Ab. Harris was here a few days ago applying for the Marshall's office. 
He told me Harker had the most signatures to his recommendation & 
that Van B. told him some nomination would be made this week. You 
shall hear when the nomination is confirmed or rejected. 

We shall have a stormy debate in Executive session. If our friend 
Milligan is elected tell him to lose no time in getting here & to come to 
Young's. 

The judiciary committee have inquired of me what is the compensation 
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of our Marshall. I answered 4200 & fees. Will you inquire of your 
father what the fees will average annually & write me by next mail ? 

Tell our Editors to put more spice into their Editorial & political 
matter. The times demand it. Some things in the Journal are highly 
spoken of here. But there must be more pepper & salt. Tell Mendenhall 
to leave out the long yarns about tiger hunts — the love tales — melancholy 
shipwrecks poetry &c & put in a few extracts from the Constitutional 
Whig & National Journal. 

Write to me often I beg you. 

William P. Brobson, Esqr. Sincerely yours 

Wilmington. Jno. M. Clayton. 

Letter of Gen. Joseph Reed to Hon. Thomas Barclay, American 

Consul, Passy near Paris, France. 
Dear Sir, 

As I presume you are possessed of Mr. Deanes Accts I must take 
the liberty of requesting Information from you on a Point of a private 
Nature. In 1777 Mr. Morris sent my Brother over Express to France 
on publick Business, it was my Wish that he might improve by the 
Oppy so as to acquire the Language & I wrote to a Mr. Rumsey to 
give him a Credit as far as £50 if he should think it necessary in 
prosecuting this Plan & his Behaviour justified the Experiment. Mr. 
Rumsey was dead before he arrived & turning out a very proffiigat 
Youth instead of improvng or returng, he wasted his time in France 
in a most shameful Manner. Being sent on publick Business the Com- 
missioners, at least Mr. Deane, advanced him as he says (& probably 
may be true) Moneys for Expences to a considerable Amount. When 
Mr. Deane came to America, he made a Demand on me, but as I had 
given no such Credit, I declined it, but offered to pay £ 50 if he would 
indemnify me against any other Claim, this he declined & left the Coun- 
try soon after. I then sent to Mr. De Berdt who wrote to Mr. Williams 
to that Effect, who answered that as he was on publick Business the 
Moneys advanced him had been carried to publick Acct. & allowed. So 
that he had no Demand. As the Money had all passd thro Mr. Williams's 
Hands, I presumed this finished the Matter, but Mr. Deane has set up 
a Demand here again upon me, which I am not clear in paying, untill 
I know what he has charged the publick with nor indeed do I see the 
Justice of it in some other Respects. If therefore those Accounts will 
give any Insight into the Matter I shall be obliged to you for a few 
Lines. I do not think it necessary to trouble you to apply to Mr. 
Williams in the Matter as he seems quite Mr. Deans Friend in the 
Business, And of Course it will receive a Complexion accordingly. 
With great Esteem & good Wishes I remain Sir 

Your Obed. & very Hubl Serv. 

London June 5. 1784 Jos. Reed. 

An Intercepted Letter op Db. Benjamin Church, Loyalist. 
[The original of the following letter is to be found in the Dreer 
Collection, Manuscript Division of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. The writer, Dr. Benjamin Church, was born in Newport, R. I., 
August 24, 1734, and lost at sea in May, 1776. He studied medicine 
in London, and after his return to Boston became eminent as a surgeon. 
Prior to the Revolution he was a leading Whig, a member of the 
Provincial Congress of 1774, and later appointed Physician-General in 
the Continental Army. In the late Summer of 1775 his loyalty was 
suspected through intercepted letters, and finally on October 3, 1775, 
he was convicted by court-martial, of which Washington was president, 
"of holding a criminal correspondence with the enemy," and imprisoned 
at Cambridge, Mass., and Norwalk, Conn., where he was denied the use 
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of pen, ink and paper. Owing to decMning health, in May, 1776, he 
was released and sailed for the West Indies and never afterwards heard 
from. His family was pensioned by the Crown. This letter was one of 
those intercepted.] 

I hope this will reach you. Three attempts have I made without 
Success in effecting. The last the man was discovered in attempting 
his Escape but fortunately my letter was sewed in the Waist Band 
of his Breeches. He was Confined a few days, during which time you 
may guess my feelings, but a Little Art and a little cash settled the 
matter. It is a month since my return from Philada. I went by the 
way of Providence to visit Mother. The Committee for Warlike Stores, 
made me * formal tender of 12 peices of Cannon 18 and 24 pounders; 
they haveing took a previous Resolution to make the offer to Genl. Ward. 
To make a merit of my Services, I sent them down, and when they 
received them, they sent them to Stoughton to be out of Danger, even 
tho' they had formed the Resolution as I Before hinted of fortifying 
Bunkers hill, which together with the Cowardice of the clumsy Col. 
Gerish & Col. Seamans was the luckly occasion of their defeat. This 
affair happened before my return from Philada. We lost 165 Killed 
then, and since dead of their wounds, 120 now lie wounded the cheif 
will recover. They Boast you have 1400 killed and wounded in that 
action. You say the Rebels lost 1500 I suppose with Eaqual truth. 
The people of Connecticut are raveing in the Cause of Liberty. A 
number from that Colony, from the Town of Stamford, robbed the Kings 
Stores at New York with some small assistance the Newyorkers lent 
them. These were growing Very turbulent. I counted 280* ps. Cannon 
from 24 to 3 pds. at Kings Bridge which the Committee had secured 
for the Use of the Colonies. The Jersies are a whit behind them, Con- 
necticut in zeal. The Philadelphians exceed them both. I saw 2200 
men in Review there by Genl. Lee consisting of Quakers and other 
Inhabitants in Uniform with 1000 Riflemen and 40 Horse, who together 
made a most warlike appearance. I mingled frequently and freely with 
the members of the Continental Congress they were United and Deter- 
mined in opposition and appeared assured of Success. Now to come 
home. The Opposition is become formidable; 18000 Men brave and 
determined with Washington and Lee at there Head are no contemptible 
Enemy. Adjutant General Gates is indefatigable in arranging the 
Army. Provisions are Very plenty Cloaths are manufactureing in 
almost every town for the Soldiers 20 Tons of Powder arroved at Philad. 
Connecticut and Providence, upwards of 20 Tons are now in Camp, salt 
petre is made in every Colony. Powder mills are erected and constantly 
employed in Philada &, New York. Volunteers of the first Fortunes are 
daily flocking to the Camp. 1000 Riflemen in 2 or three days. Recruits 
are now Levying to augment the Army to 22,000 Men. 10,000 Militia 
are appointed in this Government to appear on the first Summons. The 
Bills of all the Colonies circulate freely and are readily exchanged for 
Cash. Add to this that unless some plan of accommodation takes place 
immediately, their Harbours will swarm with Privateers. An Army will 
be raised in the Middle Colonies to take Possession of Canada. For the 
sake of the miserable convulsed Empire, solicit peace. Repeal the Acts 
or Brittains are undone. This advice is the Result of a warm affection 
to my King and to the Realm. Remember I never deceived you every 
Article here sent you is sacredly true. The paper will announce to 
you that I am again a member for Boston. You will then see our 
Motly Counsil. A general arrangement of officers will take place 
except the Cheif which will be suspended but for a while to see what 
part Great Britain takes in consequence of the late Continental Petition. 
A vew to Independence grows more General. Should Britain declare 
war against the Colonies they are lost forever. Should Spain declare 
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war against England, the Colonies will declare a Neutrality which will 
doubtless produce an offensive and defensive League between them. 
For Gods sake prevent it by a speedy Accommodation. Writeing this 
has employed a day. I have been to salem to reconnoitre but Could not 
escape the Geese in the Capitol. Tomorrow I set out for Newport on 
purpose to send you this. I write you fully, it being scarcely possible 
to prevent discovery. I am out of place here by choice and therefore 
out of pay and am determined to be so, unless something is offered in 
my way. I wish you could Contrive to write me Largely in Cyphers, 
by the way of Newport. Address to Tom Richards Merchant inclose 
it in a cover to me intimating that I am a perfect Strainger to you 
but being recommended to you as a Gentleman of Honer. You took the 
liberty to inclose that Letter intreating me to deliver it as directed, 
the person, as you are informed Liveing in Cambridge. Sign some 
fictitious Name. This you may send to some confidential Friend at 
Newport to be Delivered to me a Watertown, Making mention of Every 
precaution or I Perrish. 

B. Church. 

The Public Stairs on the Delaware Front, Philadelphia. — 
Questions are frequently asked about the antiquity of the public stairs 
which descend from Front to Water Street on the Delaware front of 
the city. The following abstracts from a warrant of Proprietor Penn 
to Henry Johnson, March, 1689, furnish the data: 

William Penn true and absolute Proprietary and Governour in Chief 
of the province of Pensilvania and Territories thereunto belonging To 
all to whom these presents shall come sendeth Greeting Whereas by 
virtue of a Warrant from my former Commissioners of Property bearing 
Date the two and twentieth Day of the first Month March in the Year 
One thousand six hundred and eighty nine There was laid out to Henry 
Johnson of Philadelphia in the said province A Certain Lot of Land 
situate at the North End of the City of Philadelphia on the Bank of 
Delaware River Containing in Bredth Forty Foot and extending in 
Length two hundred and fifty Foot to the Low Water Mark of the said 
River Delaware Bounded on the North with a Lot or piece of Ground 
late of William Salway On the East with the said River at the said 
Extent of two hundred and fifty Foot On the South with a Lot late 
of Nicholas Pierce and on the West with the Front Street or Road Now 
at the special Instance and Request of the said Henry Johnson that 
I would confirm to him the same by Patent * * * And I do also give 
and grant that the Keys and Wharfs built or hereafter to be built on 
the said Lot shall be lawful Keys and Wharfs forever for Landing and 
Shipping all Goods and Merchandizes Giving and Granting unto the 
said Henry Johnson his Heirs and Assigns full Power and Authority 
to contract and agree with all persons making Use of the same by 
Shipping or Landing of Goods and Merchandizes and Ships Boats or 
Vessels coming to lying by and making Use of the same Provided always 
that the said Henry Johnson his Heirs and Assigns shall and do leave 
Thirty Foot in Bredth for a Street or Cartway between the said Bank 
and the Wharfs now built or hereafter to be built on the said Lot as a 
free Passage clear from all Buildings and Incumbrances and Stoppages 
whatsoever and shall from Time to Time and at all Times hereafter 
keep the same as a free and publick Street and in due repair at his 
and their own Cost and Charges And that the said Henry Johnson his 
Heirs and Assigns shall further leave a Proportionable Part of the said 
Lot for Building one publick Pair of Stone Stairs of ten Foot in Bredth 
leading from the said Front Street down to the said Lower Street or 
Cartway and so forward to the Wharfs And one Pair of Stone Stairs 
from off the Wharfs down to Low Water Mark of the said River in 
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the Middle or most convenient place between Vine Street and the North 
Bridge Which said publick Stairs and Passage from the sd. Front 
Street down to the Low Water Mark of the said River Delaware shall 
be made built maintained and kept in due Repair from Time to Time 
and at all Times hereafter as often as Occasion shall require at the 
proportionable Charge and Cost of the said Henry Johnson his Heirs 
and Assigns And the other free Holders of Lots and Tenements situate 
in and upon the said Bank of the sd. River Delaware between the said 
Vine Street and the said North Bridge And if it should happen to fall 
out That all or any part of the said Lot Wharfs Houses Buildings and 
Improvements shall be destroyed by Fire Inundation Earth Quakes or 
any other Act of Providence or Casualty at any Time after the said 
Valuation or Appraisment so made as aforesaid Then and in such Case I 
do for me and my Heirs and these presents promise and grant that the 
said Henry Johnson his Heirs and Assigns shall be allowed abated and 
considered by me and my Heirs in proportion to the Damage and Loss 
sustained or received by such Inundation Fire Earth Quakes or other 
Act of providence or Casualty And I will have the said Wharf forever 
hereafter for the better Distinction thereof called by the Name of John- 
son's Wharf. 

Francis Daniel Pastoritts sailed from Deal for Pennsylvania, 4mo. 
10, 1683, on the ship "America," Capt. Joseph Wasey, and after a stormy 
passage landed in Philadelphia 6mo. 20. Among his fellow passengers 
were Thomas Lloyd, Master of the Rolls and Provincial Councillor, and 
his family, with whom he maintained a friendship through life. With 
his daughters Hannah, who married Richard Hill, Rachel, who married 
Samuel Preston, and Mary, who became the wife of Isaac Norris, the 
"Sage of Germantown" used to commemorate the anniversary of their 
arrival in the Province by some poetic or semi-religious compositions. 
In one of these he states that when they landed in Philadelphia there 
were but three or four cottages built; that the woods were but a short 
distance back, and that several times he lost himself in them when no 
farther from the waterside than William Hudson's house (now in 1718), 
then allotted to a Dutch baker by the name of Cornelius Bom. The 
Hudson property was located on the south side of Chestnut Street west 
of Third Street. 

Baron de Kalb to Colonel Richard Henry Lee, Member of Congress. 

Bethlehem 18 Sep" 1777 
Sir 

I have been ever since I had the favour of your Letter by M r secretary 
Thomson, in a very uncertain and fluctuating Situation of mind, between 
the desire of Serving in your Army, and the apprehension of blame 
from home. But Congress and your Esteem do me too much Honour, not 
to accept your late proposals, if they will grant me Several points 1 
think essential to my tranquility and entire Satisfaction. 

1 st That I may be at Liberty to give up my Commission if in answer 
to the account I will send to france of my proceedings here and my be- 
haviour towards those officers that came over with me, in case they were 
to Exclaim against my Stay, in anyway that could be hurtfull to my 
reputation & honour. 

2 ,y as to the offer made to me by the ministry of M r Thomson, to 
have my Commission done of an older date than Marquiss delafayette's, 
I would decline it and have my commission of the same day with his, 
that it may be in my power to Shew my regard for his friendship to me, 
in giving him the Seniority over me in america. in order too, not to 
disgust him. 

3 ly That Congress will be pleased to grant to Chev r Dubuysson a Com- 
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mission as L* Colonel with only the pay as a Major, or as my aid de 
Camp. 

4iy That They will please to make Provision for Said chr Dubuysson 
of having the assurance of a Pension of 1200 Livres french money or 
fifty Louis d'ors to be paid in france for life if he serves this and next 
Campaign, and which they will augment at pleasure if he serves longer 
and they are Satisfied with his having done his Duty according to time 
and Circumstances. 

5 ly That if Congress are disposed to do anything of that kind for 
myself it Shall be done at their own terms and pleasure, the only thing 
I could wish in that respect, would be, to have the favour bestowed on 
my Lady and children in case I Died in the Continental army or any 
other way while in their service. 

On said Conditions I am ready to join the army as Soon as possible 
and to go directly to Philadelphia from Lancaster, where I will wait 
for a Resolve of Congress, by ch r Dubuysson, bearer of this. 

Another observation I think necessary, in regard to the immediate 
Command of a Division General Washington has perhaps friends or 
Deserving officers to whom he would give the preference, in Such a case 
I should be Sorry my coming in, did in the least cross or prevent his 
dispositions in this and any other respects. I will gladly and entirely 
Submit to his Command and to be Employed as he Shall think most 
convenient for the good of the Service. 

If my Second aid de Camp, I am to chuse, chanced to be a foreigner, I 
should be glad some provision was made for him after leaving the Ser- 
vice, in proportion to his rank as Major. 

I depend for the Settling of all these matters to the Satisfaction of 
all parties, on the friendship you are so kind to profess for me, and of 
which I have already so many proofs. These new obligations can not 
increase the respect and high Esteem with which I have the Honour to be 

Sir 

Your most obedient 

humble Servant 

Baron de Kalb. 

Queries. 

Luttig. — Information wanted of the ancestry and posterity of John 
C Luttig, who was employed by the St. Louis (Missouri) Pur Company, 
1809-1814, and died in Lawrence County, Missouri (now Arkansas), in 
1816. His wife's name was Elizabeth. 

Missouri Historical Society, 

St. Louis, Mo. 

JBoofc notices. 

A Histobt of the United States. By Edward Channing. Vol. IV, 
1789-1815. The MacMillan Company, New York, 1917. 8vo, pp. 575. 
Maps. Price $2.75. 

Many as are the histories of the United States, Dr. Channing has 
ample justification in adding another to the list, not only in his new 
point of view but in his exhaustive knowledge. This fourth volume, 
just published, of his notable history — Federalists and Republicans, 
1789-1815 — covers the period of the organization of the government of 
Washington and Hamilton, following the ratification of the Constitution. 
The quasi-war with France, the triumph of Jeffersonian Republicanism 
and the long drawn out commercial conflict which ended with the war 
of 1812, are among the topics considered. Valuable notes and footnote 
references supplement the narrative. 



